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THE MYSTERY OF SILVER CREEK
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*Rajah: A prince, chief, or ruler in India
*bureau: a writing desk or writing table, often with drawers
*figurine: a small, and often sculptured, figure
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*revolt: to rebel; to attempt to overthrow the authority of the state
*Brahmin: First of the four Hindu classes, responsible for performing duties at religious rites
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Suttee: (Sanskrit sati, “true wife”) Practice that
prevailed in India of a widow burning herself on the
funeral pyre, either with the body of her husband or, if
he had died at a distance, separately. Classical authors
mention it as early as 316 BC. It appears at first to
have been a royal custom and privilege, afterward
generalized and made legal. The custom was
abolished by the British in 1829, but isolated instances
persisted in remote parts of India until recent times.
In theory the act of suttee was voluntary, but in
orthodox communities any woman who refused to
perform it was ostracized.

*dowry: money or property brought by a bride to her husband at marriage
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*sepoy: a native soldier
*suborned: persuaded to commit an unlawful or evil act
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*Kingdom of Dacca: now Bangladesh
*amass: gather
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*sari: garment worn chiefly by women of India and Pakistan
*diadem: a crown
*Enfield Rifles controversy: see fact box on page 17
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-

Enfield Rifles Controversy

The Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 began
among the British controlled army of
Bengal by the introduction of a new
Enfield rifle. The Enfield rifle fired car-
tridges partially coated with grease,
which had to be bitten open before
being loaded. Sepoys made up 96 per-
cent of the 300,000-man British army
controlling a population of 210 million.
Caste* Hindus among them insisted
that the grease was beef fat from the
sacred cow, and Muslims insisted it
was pork fat from flesh forbidden by
the Koran. When the sepoys refused
to bite these packages open, claim-
ing it was sacrilegious, they were fet-
tered, and sent to jail on long prison
terms. Such punishments incensed
their comrades, who rose up and shot
their British officers, organizing them-

selves into an independent army. The
revolt quickly spread throughout the
rest of India, resulting in a series of
bloody battles between the British
forces, and the native sepoy armies.
The native armies arose in many lo-
cations, as local chiefs encouraged
the revolt in hopes of regaining privi-
leges they themselves had lost to the
British colonizers. The mutiny was
eventually quelled. Although India re-
mained a British colony, the revolt had
brought the concerns of many of the
Indian people to the fore. As a result,
Indian representatives were accepted
into the local governing parliament,
and the control of the commercialized
East India Company was abolished in
favor of a more direct rule over India
by the British government.

*caste: a social class
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*Namaste: Hindi greeting or farewell
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*wallah: Indian term for one employed in a particular occupation, for example: kala wallah is a
banana seller, coolie wallah is a person who carries your bags, rickshaw wallah is a driver of a
rickshaw, a kitchen wallah is a cook or chef.
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*schemer: one who devises plans, especially secret or devious ones.
*Sikh: follower of the Sikh religion, which combines elements of Hinduism and Islam, centered in
Punjab State, in northwestern India.
*baboo jee: a courteous form of address [from “Baboo,” a title for a man, similar to the English
“Mr.”; and “Jee,” a respectful way to say “person”]
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*hostel: an inexpensive lodging place for travelers, especially young travelers.
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*halal: meat slaughtered in the prescribed Muslim way.
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*auspicious: opportune, well-timed
*nuptial: of or relating to marriage or the wedding ceremony
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*labyrinth: a maze
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