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A Great Act

Edison’s second light bulb

Everybody knows that Edison is a famous inven-
or who invented the electric light bulb, so that
we can enjoy its convenience and benefits today.
But I wonder how many people heard about his
being kind and forgiving to others. The following is
a true life story about him, we wish we also can
learn the true meaning of love through his sample.

Thomas Edison, the inventor of the electric light
bulb. At one point in his experiments, he had at last
produced a perfect bulb--the final result of hundreds
of trials. It was the first electric light bulb that had
ever been made and Edison was full of pride and
delight. He had been dreaming of this moment for
years.

“Take it upstairs, Jimmy,” he said, handing it
to his assistant Jimmy Price. Then suddenly there
was a crash and Edison turned to see the precious
bulb lying in fragments on the floor. Jimmy had let
it slip through his fingers!

Edison said nothing--what his thoughts were
can be imagined. He went back to his work bench
and set to work once more to make another bulb. It
was days more before at last this second bulb was
ready. There it lay on the bench before its maker,
fully completed.

Then Edison did a very big thing--as a sign that
he had forgiven his apprentice for breaking the first
bulb. With a smile, he handed the new bulb to Jimmy.
“Careful now,” he said. He was giving the boy an-
other chance. Jimmy did not break that bulb,and so
we have them in their millions in the world today.

Vocabulary =

1.inventor A
2.experiment Hiw o ol
3.perfect SEIErY ¢ IRy
4.bulb (e

5.electric N HEEAR
6.delight (S

7 fragment teefy

8.work bench T {Ff=

9.forgiven [ R
10.apprentice  EifE
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n expert on the subject of time
management was speaking to a
roup of business students. He

pulled out a one-gallon, wide-mouthed
Mason jar, and set it on a table in front of
him. Then he produced about a dozen fist-
sized rocks and carefully placed them, one
at a time, into the jar. When the jar was
filled to the top and no more rocks would
fit inside, he asked, “Is this jar full?”

Everyone in the class said, “Yes.”

Then he said, “Really?” He reached
under the table and pulled out a bucket
of gravel. Then he dumped some gravel
in and shook the jar, causing pieces of
gravel to work themselves down into the
spaces between the big rocks. Then he
asked the group again, “Is the jar full?”

By this time the class was onto him.
“Probably not,” one of them answered.

“Good!” he replied. He reached un-
der the table and brought out a bucket of
sand. He started dumping the sand in and
it went into all the spaces left between
the rocks and the gravel. Again he asked
the question, “Is this jar full?”

“No!” the class shouted.

Once again he said, “Good!” Then
he grabbed a pitcher of water and began
to pour it in until the jar was filled to the
brim.

Then he looked up at the class and
asked, “What is the point of this
illustration?”

One eager beaver raised his hand and
said, “The point is, no matter how full
your schedule is, if you try really hard
you can always fit some more things into
s

“No,” the speaker replied, “That’s not
the point. The truth this illustration teaches
us is this: If you don’t put the big rocks in
first, you’ll never get them in at all.”

What are the ‘big rocks’ in your life?
Are you putting them in first?
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LIFE FROM A HUG
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Man
of Love

esus was no ordinary man, nor was He merely a

great teacher, rabbi, guru, or even a prophet. In a
way, He was all of these, but much more. For unlike
the other great religious teachers who came before
or after Him, Jesus not only spoke about love and
God, but He was love and He was the Son of God,
so He really knew what He was talking about!

The Bible tells us that "God is a Spirit," and that
"God is love."(See John 4:24; 1 John 4:8.)

God is the Almighty Spirit of love, the Creator
of all things. He is the power of the universe, so
great and so mighty that He is far above and beyond
our limited human understanding.

God is all-powerful, all-knowing and present
everywhere. And that’s just too big a concept for us
to grasp! But He loves us very much, and wanted us
to be able to know and love Him. So to show us His
love and to help us to understand Him, He sent His
own Son, Jesus Christ, to Earth in the form of a man,
so that we could see through Jesus what God Him-
self is like. Jesus brought God down to our level.

Think of it! Two thousand years ago God sent
His own Son, the very Lord of Heaven, the Master of
the universe, down to Earth to become one of us! He
was miraculously conceived in the womb of a humble
virgin named Mary, and took on the form of human
flesh just like ours. Therefore He was the Son of Man
as well as the Son of God.
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Doing good to all

REIED

Jesus not only adapted Him-
self to our bodily form, but He also
conformed to our human ways of
life, customs, language, dress, and
living so that He might understand
us better and be able to communi-
cate with us on the lowly level of
our own human understanding. He
became a citizen of this world, a
member of humanity, a man of
flesh,, so that He might reach us
with His love, prove to us His com-
passion and concern, and help us
understand His message in simple
childlike terms that we could grasp.

He came down and adopted the life of a lowly
carpentet. Then, at the age of thirty, He began His min-
istry as a wandering prophet and religious teacher. He
lived like us, worked like us, had to sleep like us, eat like
us, and do everything that we have to do. There were
times when He was weary, tired, and footsore, when He
was hungry and thirsty, sad and discouraged. He be-
came one of us and, as the Bible says, “was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin.”(Hebrews 4:15).

Jesus spent His time going around everywhere do-
ing good, feeding people who were hungry, healing those
who were sick, cheering and comforting those who were
sad and brokenhearted. He loved everybody, even those
whom everybody else looked down on.

He never had any religious buildings, denomina-
tions or formal congregations. He simply went out and
met people on the streets, by the seashore, in the market
places--wherever He could reach them and shared His
message of love with all who would listen to it. He be-
friended even the most despised and rejected members
of society: tax collectors, drunks, prostitutes, and sinners.

His religion of love was so simple that He said that
you must become as a little child to receive it. (See Mat-
thew 18:3.) He never preached or taught any compli-
cated ceremonies or difficult rules. All He did was preach
and show love. (See Matthew 22:36-40.)

Do you know that you can also have everlasting
love from Jesus? All you have to do is open your heart to
receive Him. You can simply pray the following prayer:

“Dear Jesus, thank You for Your love for me and for
forgiving my sins and mistakes. Now I open my heart
and invite You to come in. Jesus, please come into my
life, and give me your love and eternal life. Help me to
love others like You do. In Jesus’ Name, I pray, amen.”

--For more amazing life stories o esus, read “Activated” magazine
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What does love look like?
It has hands to help others.

It has feet to go to the poor & &44a 58 & & B4R 69 R ?

and needy. - uHEH A+
It has eyes to see misery and ~ _ CHEREGHEYL T2
sadness. | W B2 AL 3 6 W
It has ears to hear the sighs £ e o
and sorrows of men. - CA—HARRARERL
That is what love looks like. % #98%8;
- CHBRBAMELAER
ZFH K
EHA TR !

If your heart is full of love, you

always have something to give.
PREG.S 25 J i R B9 5E 0 AR
B gH RET UL T
AHBY °

The man had just been released from prison after serving a
three-year sentence for embezzlement. Back in his home-
town of Darlington, England, for the first time, he braced him-
self for the ostracism he expected to receive.

On his first morning out, he and Darlington’s mayor, John
Morel, happened to pass on the street. “Hello,” said the mayor
in a cheerful tone. “I’'m glad to see you! How are your” The
other man appeared ill at ease, and the conversation ended in
an awkward silence.

Years later, Mr. Morel and the other man—by this time
an upstanding and productive citizen—met in another town.
“I want to thank you for what you did for me when I came out
of prison,” the man said.

“What did I do?” asked the mayor.

“You spoke a kind word to me that changed my life,”
replied the grateful man.

—Retold by Keith Phillips
mE AL

How can one person make a difference?
—EANBENE S RE?

Even the little things you do can mean
a lot: A little bit of love goes such a long
way! The light of your smile, the kind-
ness of your face, the influence of your
life, can shed light on many, and have
an amazing effect on some people you

think might be the least likely to be
impressed.

--David Brandt Berg
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