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Jesus didn’t have to die
Not everyone liked what Jesus said and

did. In fact, the Scribes and Pharisees—the
rich and powerful religious leaders of  His
day—became infuriated at Him because His
teachings undermined their authority by set-
ting the people free from their traditions and
dictatorial control! His self-righteous foes fi-
nally forced the authorities to arrest Him on
trumped-up charges, condemn, torture and
cruelly execute Him by crucifixion.

Jesus didn’t have to die on that cross. He
said, “All authority has been given to Me in
Heaven and on Earth” (Matthew 28:18). He
was the Son of  God, and all the powers of
the universe were at His disposal, at His
command. He told His captors, “You could
have no power at all against Me unless it had
been given you by My Father,” and “I could lift
My little finger and thousands of  angels would
immediately deliver Me from your hand.” (See
John 19:11; Matthew 26:53.) He could have
called on all the forces of  Heaven to slaughter
His enemies, conquer Rome, take over the
world, and force all men to fall down and
worship Him there and then! But instead He
chose to lay down His life for you and me.

So why did He die?
Why would the Lord of  the universe, God

in the flesh, allow Himself  to be captured,
falsely accused, tried and condemned, hipped,
stripped, and nailed to a cross like a com-
mon criminal? The answer is simple: Because
He loved you and me!

All of  us at times have done wrong and
been unloving and unkind to others. The
Bible says, “All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of  God” (Romans 3:23). The worst
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thing about our sins is that they
separate us from God, who is
absolutely sinless and perfect.
In order to bring us to God,
Jesus, the sinless Son of  God,
took the sins of all mankind
upon Himself. He took the pun-
ishment for our sins, and suf-
fered the horrible pain of  death
by cr ucif ixion.  He died the
death of a sinner, that through
His sacrifice, we might find for-
giveness and freedom from our
sins.

Defeating death!
Three days after His lifeless

body was buried,  something
happened that shocked His en-
emies and proved to all of  His
followers that He really was the
Son of God: He arose from the
dead, the victor over death and
Hell forever!

After His resurrection, Jesus personally appeared
to literally hundreds of  His followers, encouraging,
strengthening, and comforting them. He told them
that He was going to return to be with His heavenly
Father, but that He would always be with them in
spirit, living in their hearts forever. He also gave His
followers a wonderful promise, saying, “One day I
will come again.” (See John 14:3.) But when He
returns, it will not be as an ordinary man, but as the
mighty Ruler and great King that He is. He said,
“The Son of  Man shall come in the clouds, with
power and great majesty.” (See Luke 21:27.)

Meet the Man!
Would you like to find out and know for sure

that this Man of  love, Jesus Christ, really is the Son of
God, the way to salvation and eternal life? All you
have to do is believe that Jesus died for you, and
accept Him and His free gift of  forgiveness for your
sins. Then you will be pardoned, brought into fel-
lowship now with God, our heavenly Father, and
when you die, you’ll live with Him forever in Heaven!
You can receive Him and His salvation by simply and
sincerely praying a prayer like the one which follows:

“Dear Jesus, I believe You are the Son of  God
and that You died for me and arose from the grave. I
need Your love to cleanse me from my mistakes and
wrongdoing. I need Your light to drive away all
darkness. I need Your peace to fill and satisfy my
heart. I now open the door of  my heart and I ask
You, Jesus, to please come into my life and give me
Your free gift of  eternal life.Thank You for suffering
for all of  the wrong I have done, and for hearing my
prayer and forgiving me. Amen.”
4
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ONE SOLITARY LIFE
—That changed the world!

HERE IS A MAN who was born in an obscure

village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in

another obscure village. He worked in a carpenter

shop until He was thirty, and then for three years He

was an itinerant preacher.

He never wrote a book. He never held an office.

He never owned a home. He never had a family.

He never went to college. He never put his foot

inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles

Vocabulary List

1. obscure

2. carpenter

3. itinerant

4. contemporary

5. society

6. credential

7. mockery

8. centerpiece

9. executioner

10. solitary
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from the place where He was born. He never did

one of the things that contemporary society would

consider a sign of greatness.

He had no credentials but Himself. He had noth-

ing of this world, only the power of His divine

manhood. While still a young man, the tide of popu-

lar opinion turned against Him.

His friends ran away. One of them denied Him;

another betrayed Him. He was turned over to His

enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial.

He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.

While He was dying, His executioners gambled for

the only piece of property He had on earth—His

coat. When He was dead, He was taken down and

laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a

friend.

Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and

today He is the centerpiece of the human race,

the greatest source of guidance and divine inspi-

ration.

I am far within the mark when I say that all

the armies that ever marched, and all the navies

that ever were built, and all the parliaments that

ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put

together, have not affected the life of man upon

this earth as powerfully as that one solitary life—

Jesus!

—James A. Francis
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New
Beginnings

A
s the son of  a successful corporate lawyer,

 growing up was pleasant for me. In my

early teen years my parents sent me to one of

the most elite private boarding schools in

Canada. Due to my great interest in art, I was

then sent to a school specializing in art.

After achieving honors in my studies, I

attended the Ontario College of  Art, the most

prestigious art college in Canada. My artwork

and academic achievements won me an en-

trance scholarship and free tuition. At the end

of  my fourth year, I was given another scholarship and a

large sum of  money to travel anywhere in the world.

Soon after returning from extensive travels in Europe,

I was given a job with the government-sponsored Cana-

dian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). For four years I

was a graphic designer for CBC. I also did freelance

illustration work for a top agency in New York and ma-

jor newspapers, magazines and book publishers, as well

as TV work and animation.

I had climbed the ladder of  success in my field, but

from that height I saw life from a different perspective. I

began to understand that “one’s life does not consist in

the abundance of  the things he possesses” (Luke 12:15).

My money, sports cars, and trips to Europe were not

enough. Something important was missing; my heart was

not satisfied. I began to see that the things I owned,

owned me. I decided that I wanted to find the true mean-

ing of  life, and I was determined to pay any price to get

it. I knew that love and true happiness are what really

count, but I had no idea where to find those things.

One cold winter night on the downtown streets of

Toronto, Canada, I met a total stranger who, in less than

an hour, explained passages to me from the Bible that

changed my life in the most profound way. That night I

asked Jesus into my heart and found the greatest of  all

riches, the most valuable things in the world—Jesus and

the Word of  God! I’m so thankful to God that through

His Word has brought some real positive changes in my

life!

“I began to see that the things I
owned, owned me ...”

By Michael, from Canada
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W
hen Jesus  c l imbed
the  mounta in ,  He

l e f t  t h e  m u l t i t u d e
behind.  “And seeing the
multitudes, He [Jesus] went
up on a  mounta in ,  and
when He was seated His
disc iples  came to Him”
(Matthew 5:1). Mountain
peaks are never crowded.
Why?  Because it ’s  hard
work gett ing there.  Not
very many people desire
to climb mountains.

I f  yo u ’r e  g o i n g  t o
c l imb  a  moun t a i n ,  you
h ave  t o  h ave  t h e  f e e l -
i n g  t h a t  i t ’s  wo r t h  d y -
i n g  f o r !  A n y  m o u n -
t a i n — t h e  m o u n t a i n  o f
th is  l i fe ,  the mountain of
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  t h e
mountain of obstacles, of
difficulty—has to be worth
braving wind and cold and
s t o r m ,  s y m b o l i c  o f
adversities.

Only pioneers climb
mountains—people who
want to do something that
few have ever done before,
people who want to get
above the multitude and go
beyond what has already been accomplished. Pio-
neers must have vision—vision to see what no one
else can see; faith—faith to believe things no one
else believes; initiative—initiative to be the first one
to try it; courage—the guts to see it through!

On the mountain you feel like you’re living
in eternity, whereas down below they’re living in
time. You see the world in its proper perspective,
with range after range to be conquered,
and a world beyond the v is ion and
horizon of  normal men. You see dis-
tant peaks yet to be climbed, distant
valleys yet to be crossed. You see things
that the men in the valleys can never
see, or even comprehend.

In the valley, people get so caught up in the
multitude and the little make-believe world of  ma-
terialism that they can’t see anything but time and
creatures of  time and things of  time, which are
soon to pass away. But if  you thrust your head
above the multitude, you become like a mountain
in their midst, and they will resent and resist and
fight you because they can’t understand you and
don’t want you.

By David Brandt Berg
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Man dominates the valley, but only God domi-
nates the mountain, and the men living on the moun-
tains know this. But men living in the valleys think
they are God, because they dominate themselves.
They have become so secure that they think they
don’t need God. They have forgotten there is any
God, for they can’t see the sky any longer.

Beaten paths are for beaten men, but mountain
peaks are for the mighty pioneers.

What do you hear on the mountain? Things that
are going to echo around the world. What do you
hear in the stillness? Whispers that are going to change
the course of  history! The greatest laws ever given
to man, whereby most of  the world is stil l ruled,
were given to one man alone on a mountain. Moses
c a m e  d o w n  f r o m  a  m o u n t a i n  w i t h  t h e  Te n
Commandments, and the Hebrew nation was never
the same, nor was the world!

The greatest sermon ever preached, the “Sermon
on the Mount,” was given to a handful of  mountain
men by the greatest mountaineer of  all,
Jesus, who finally climbed His last moun-
tain—Mount Calvary, Golgotha—and died
alone for the sins of  the world. That was a
mountain that only He could climb for you
and me, but He made it!

After Jesus’ disciples heard His “Ser-
mon on the Mount,” they came down and
changed the world. They were never the
same. What changed them that changed
the world? They heard the voice of  God
teaching them things that were completely
contrary to what was being said in the
val ley !  In the val ley they were saying,
“Blessed are the Romans—the proud and
the powerful.  Look what they’ve done!
They’ve conquered the whole world!” But
on the Mount, Jesus was saying just the
opposite:

“Blessed ar e the poor in spir i t  [the humble],  for
t h e i r s  i s  t h e  K ingdom o f  Hea v en”  (Mat thew 5 :3 ) .
Simple little illiterate fishermen were listening to a
carpenter tell them something that would make them
greater rulers than the Caesars of  Rome!

“B l e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  wh o  h un g e r  a n d  t h i r s t  f o r
righteousness ,  for they shal l  be f i l l ed” (Matthew 5:6).
The people on the mountain hunger and thirst for the
truth, and only God can satisfy them. The people down
in the valley can’t see any further than the end of
their nose and are satisfied with themselves and are
full—and He sends them away empty. (See Luke 1:
53.)

“Blessed ar e  the  pur e  in hear t ,  for  they  shal l  s e e
God”  (Mat thew 5 :8 ) .  T here ’s  no  smog  on  the
mountain. The air is pure. The water is pure. The
people are pure in heart. They see God.

 Life is on the mountain! Get out of the valley!

“Flee as a bird to your mountain” (Psalm 11:1).

(The above was excerpted from David Brandt Berg’s article by the same title.)
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