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f you were going on a long voyage, you

would bring along a navigational chart,
wouldn’t you? Well, you are on a long voy-
age—life—and the One who knows the way
has instructed some of His men to draw a
detailed chart to help you make it safely to
your final destination. To say you don’t have
time to read God’s chart, the Bible, is like a
sailor heading out to sea and saying, “Well,
I’m in such a hurry to get where I’'m going
that I don’t have time to look at the nautical
chart!” But if you’ll just take the Bible and
simply read it, believe it, and follow it, you
will be on the right course and wind up at
the right place!

The mostamazing book

The Bible is the most marvelous book
in the whole world. It not only tells us
where we’re going, but also how we got
here, why we’re here, how to survive and
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be happy while here, and how to have
love, happiness, joy, and peace forever.

Yet so many people today ignore the
Bible completely. Even many of those who
have been through years of higher educa-
tion and have read hundreds and hundreds
of books of all kinds have never read the
most fascinating book of all, the Bible.

In the Bible you can find almost
anything: drama, romance, poetry,
prophecy, history, mystery, and much more.
But most important, the Bible contains the
very Spirit and life of God Himself (John
4:24; 6:63). It’s the means by which God
activates us with His life, light, and power.

It works!

A skeptic and a Christian were dis-
cussing whether the Bible was truly a di-
vinely inspired book. The skeptic was con-
vinced that since no one had ever seen
God, and there was no scientific proof
4
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of His existence, how could anyone be-
lieve the Bible was truly inspired by Him?

“Is the compiler of the multiplica-
tion table known?” the Christian asked.

“No.”

“Then of course you do not believe
in it.”

“Oh, yes, I believe in it because it
works,” replied the skeptic.

“So does the Bible.”

The fact that the Bible has the power
to effect positive change in each of our
lives, no matter what our situation ot need,
is the greatest proof that the Bible is the
supernatural Word of God Himself. As
you read the Bible you will find that it is
an absolutely inexhaustible source of
wisdom and knowledge, out of which
you will constantly find treasures new and
old (Matthew 13:52).

And the most wonderful thing about
the Bible is that, through its words, we
can get to know its author, for the Bible
is God’s great love letter to us. Its life-
giving words make it the greatest book in
the world, with the only author in the
world who can guarantee life and love
and happiness and Heaven forever
through simply reading it and believing
in its main character, the One who loved
us so much that He gave His own life to
save us—]Jesus Christ, the Son of God!

If you sincerely pray, “Open my
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
from Your Word,” you won’t be disap-
pointed (Psalm 119:18).

Soul food

Jesus said, “The Words that I speak
to you are spirit, and they are life” (John
6:63). They give us spiritual life and nour-
ishment and strength and health, which
is why a good, wholesome, balanced diet
of God’s Word is essential if you wish to
grow and stay close to Him. Just like you
have to eat in order to have physical
strength, you have to feed on the Word to
have spiritual strength.

The Bible tells us that just like new-
born babies desite to be fed, we should
desire the pure milk of the Word, so we
may grow thereby (1 Peter 2:2). Like a
baby needs milk to be healthy and grow
or even survive, you must be fed spiritu-
ally in order to stay healthy and grow
spiritually. And just like a baby has an
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instinctive and irrepressible desire to be
fed, so we should hunger for the pure

milk of God’s Word.

The Prophet Jeremiah said, “Your
words were found, and I ate them, and
Your Word was to me the joy and rejoicing
of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). Job said, “I
have treasured the words of His mouth
more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12).

There’s nothing more important to
your spiritual life than the Word!

Word time

In Luke, chapter 10, we read the
story of Mary and Martha. When Jesus
came to visit, Mary “sat at Jesus’ feet and
heard His Word,” but Martha was too busy
trying to be a good hostess. She tried so
hard to get everything done just right for
Jesus that she didn’t have time to listen to
Him. So Jesus gently scolded her, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and troubled
about many things. But one thing is
needed, and Mary has chosen that good
part, which will not be taken away from
her” (Luke 10:41-42). What is the “good
part” that Mary chose?—The Word! She
sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His words.

“But,” you say, “I’ve got so much work
and many other things to do. How am 1
ever going to find time to read the Word
every day?” Well, if you put the Word first,
the Lord will always help you find the
time to take care of those other things.
When you see the difference it makes in
your life, you’ll wonder how you ever got
by without it!

(If you would like to learn more
about God’s Word and how to apply it to
your life today, order the booklet Un-
derstanding God’s Word | See accompa-
nying order form for details, or use read-
ers service phone line on page 2 of this
magazine.)
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DAILY
WORD
HHRERARS

One of the very best habits you can
ever form is that of spending a little time
each day reading and studying the Bible and
Bible-based Christian literature. Start by de-
voting 15 minutes a day, and then increase it
to 30 minutes, or more as time goes on! As
you read God’s Word and try to follow it, your
life will become deeper, you’ll be happier
and have more peace of mind, and you’ll
have more love for and understanding of
others. It doesn’t all happen in one day, but
it does happen!

Having an ongoing reading project—
reading through all four Gospels or the New
Testament or the Book of Psalms, for ex-
ample—will help you get the most out of
your daily Word time. One idea of a daily
study plan that offers some variety is as
follows:

When reading through the Bible, pray
for the Holy Spirit to help you understand
what you read, but don’t worry if you don’t
understand everything the first time you read
it; no one does! Keep at it. The more you
read the Word, the more you will understand
and often when going back to reread a cer-
tain passage, you’ll find new meanings and
“treasures” that you hadn’t noticed before!

In order to help you understand the
amazing truths in the Bible and get the most
out of God’s Word, we’ve put together some
books and booklets that cover the various
aspects of Christian life. The object of these
publications is to help you know how to im-
prove your life by applying God’s Word in
practical ways, and how to develop a more
personal relationship with Him which will
give you the strength of spirit that you need
to face the ups and downs of life. Books
available include Discovering Truth: A Topi-
cal Bible Guide, From Jesus With Love, and
the Get Activated! series, among others! (See
accompanying order form for details.)
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With all that’s been said in this issue of
Activated! about the importance of reading
the Word, you probably want to get a Bible
of your own, if you don’t already have one.
But that raises an important question: What
version of the Bible is best? Here’s our
recommendation:

“Chinese Union Bible” is considered to
be the most known, and recognized by many.
It was translated at the beginning of the Re-
public of China. “Holy Bible--New Chinese
Version”, “Today’s Chinese Bible” and “Chi-
nese Living Bible” were translated by contem-
porary Christian scholars in recent years.
However, the most important thing is that you
take time to study God’s Word. Jesus said, “It
is the spirit that gives you life, the flesh profits
nothing. The Word that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.”(John 6:63)
“Your Word is the lamp unto my feet, the light
in my path.”(Psalms 119:105) So, do your best
to study it, and you will find endless treasure
and joy from it!

Daily Dose for Optimum Growth

U One chapter from the Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John).

One chapter from Psalms.

Half a chapter from Proverbs.

One page from the Daily Might, From Jesus
With Love, or part of a section from Dis-
covering Truth.

O0OO

Prayer for the Day

DearJesus...

Thank You so much for Your Words. They’re

AEATEBAL | PRAA MR
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oA EE A RITRETEYHE —
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W7 ATFRBATEIRE -

(oK) TRE /AN FE R
ZAMITHIRA o U Ry P XA
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XEAR) fo (FHEREL) A GEFR—
BB E IR o BB o fT
R E LRI EFayiE
o ERERW T T ABTENAE
MEEELY - BRERMAARGE
AT mAES - (HHBE6:
63) [ G ay3E R RIAT e R - A KR E
Bk e (3FE119:105) A& A
EHFCE  RE K TR E R
HHEEN |

BHRRARERSE

O mAkBEEFe—F (BXEBE 5K
TAEE ~ B E -~ HmaE) o

0 —B#%%E -

O ¥&87T -

O—B'&8mMhE, - ' REEER
TRk THELEE —FLy o

S RIEE

HEOHREA. . .

FERBEBERENES  eMeERENE

so meaningful and pure and exciting and
satisfying. They give me light and strength and
hope. I know You gave them to make me happy,
and they do, Jesus! I know they are working won-
ders in my life, because You have promised that
they would and I’m beginning to see it already. I
need them more than anything in life.

ya] PNe 2y WA
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