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W
hen Robert Browning’s father lay dying —
he was past eighty at the time — his cheer-

fulness alarmed the attending physician.  “Does
the old gentleman know he is dying?” the doctor
inquired of  his daughter in a low voice.

The father overheard him and smiled.
“Death is no enemy in my eyes,” he said.

For those who trust Jesus Christ, death is
not a sheriff  dragging us off  to court, but a ser-
vant ushering us into the presence of  a loving
Lord. --Haddon W. Robinson

A New Location

A
 bank in Binghamton, New York, had
some flowers sent to a competitor who had

recently moved into a new building. There was a
mix-up at the flower shop, and the card sent with
the arrangement read, “With our deepest
sympathy”.

The florist, who was greatly embarrassed,
apologized. But he was even more embarrassed
when he realized that the card intended for the
bank was attached to a floral arrangement sent
to a funeral home in honor of a deceased person.
That card read, “Congratulations on your new
location”!

For the Christian, death is like going to a
new and better location. And to be in a beautiful
place with Jesus, to leave heartaches and physical
pain behind, to be reunited with loved ones- -all
that is something to look forward to, not to dread
or fear. So to the believer who passes on we can
indeed say, “Congratulations on your new
location”!

A

Think of…Think of…Think of…Think of…Think of…

Stepping on a shore, and finding it Heaven!

Of taking hold of a hand, and finding it God’s hand.

Of breathing new air, and finding it celestial air.

Of feeling invigorated, and finding it immortality.

Of passing from storm

and tempest to an unbroken calm.

Of waking up, and finding Home.

—Robert E. Selle
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N
oted journalist Arthur Brisbane once pictured
a crowd of  grieving caterpillars carrying the

corpse of  a cocoon to its final resting place. The
poor, distressed caterpillars, clad in black raiment,
were weeping. The beautiful butterfly, meanwhile,
fluttered happily above the muck and the mire of
earth, forever freed from its confining shell.

Needless to say, Brisbane had the average
funeral in mind. He sought to convey the idea that
when our loved ones pass, it is foolish to remem-
ber only the cocoon and concentrate our atten-
tion on the remains, while forgetting the bright
butterfly.

4

Passing into Life
Compiled from the writings of

David Brandt Berg
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�

I
t had been a very special evening for both Roger
and Irene. In the quiet little restaurant where

they had dinner, they finally decided to get
married. As both of  them enjoyed the romantic
music & atmosphere for  the occasion, they real-
ized that the hour was very late, considering they
both had to be at work in the morning. To avoid
the stop signs and traffic lights in town, Roger
decided to take Irene home by way of  the old
highway that went around the town. As they raced
along the highway they continued enjoying each
other’s company as well as the pretty view of  the
town lights below and the rich sound of  the ste-
reo which filled the car with their favorite music.

Neither of  them noticed the big truck that
was careening towards the approaching intersec-
tion from the left, until suddenly Irene cried,
“Roger!—Look out!” The truck’s horn blasted its
warning and Roger stepped on the accelerator to
try to lunge past it, as it was too late to brake! The
terrible sound of  the crash—the screeching tires,
the crumpling metal, the shattered glass, pieced
the quiet of  the night!—Then all fell silent again.

�
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When Roger awoke, he immediately called out,

“Irene!—Are you okay?”—”Yes, I think so!” she

answered. They embraced and held each other,

thankful to God that they had somehow managed

to survive such a horrible accident!  Besides the

relief  they felt in finding that the other was all right,

they felt incredibly light. “Roger, what’s happening

to us?” Irene asked. “Our feet...they’re not even

touching the ground!”—”I...I don’t know,” he

answered. “It seems like we’re going up!—I’ve never

felt like this before...Oh my God!—Look back down

on the road by my car!—Those two bodies, they’re

us!—We must be...dead!”

Suddenly, as if some unseen force took hold

of  them, they were drawn up, higher and higher,

until it seemed like they were in some sort of  a long

dark tunnel or passageway through which they were

now flying at an incredible speed! Soon a very dim

light appeared far ahead of  them, and as they flew

through the tunnel it grew larger and brighter until

it became dazzling and brilliant!—But strangely, it

did not hurt their eyes!

That Light actually was a brilliant Being of

Light! Everything around them was bathed in a bril-

liant warm light and they were both overwhelmed

and filled with a great feeling of  love and

compassion! The fear and apprehension that they

had felt is completely gone! They feel so wonderful,

so loved!

Suddenly the Being of  Light gives both Roger

and Irene a detailed review of  their entire lives, like

a full-color, three-dimensional video! They watch it

and see themselves from the time they were tiny

toddlers all the way through to the time of  the

accident!—All of  the selfish, unkind and unloving

deeds, and all of  the good things too!  Every little

detail in their lives are shown in front of  their eyes,

so that they can clearly and honestly see how their

lives are.  It‘s as if  they are being made their own

judges. The entire review only lasts a few moments!

When the review first finished, both of  them

felt very ashamed to look into the eyes of  the Be-

ing of  Light.  But they are so relieved to find them
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Vocabulary

1. romantic--

2. careening--

3. accelerator--

4. incredible--

5. passageway--

6. dazzling--

7. brilliant--

8. radiant--

9. documented--

10. journey--

still warm and loving, full of  sympathy and understanding!  They

both realize now that this kind and loving person is Jesus! Al-

though all of  their wrongs and mistakes, shortcomings and fail-

ures of  the past are perfectly known to Him, He still loves them

and receives them with open arms!

He lovingly reminds them, “I love you, and I died for your

sins. And since you believed in Me and accepted My sacrifice for

you, so your sins are cleansed and forgiven forever.  Come now,

enter the Kingdom that I have prepared for you!”  And with that

He takes them both by the hand and they begin flying again.

As they enter this beautiful crystal-gold Space City, they are

thrilled to meet the reception party that is there to greet them!  A

voice Roger has so terribly missed calls to him from behind, “Wel-

come Home, Son!” He turns to meet his mother whom he loved

dearly who had died of  an illness seven long years earlier. She

looks beautiful, young, vibrant and radiant with health! They cling

to each other and weep for joy, thanking Jesus for this wonderful

reunion!

�

The story of  Roger and Irene’s “Incredible Journey” is based

on the life-after-death experiences of  thousands of  actual cases

which have been scientifically documented in many authoritative

studies and books! Of  course, in all such cases, the subjects, some

who were clinically dead for 20 to 30 minutes, were revived and

came back, testifying that the Being of  Light who reviewed their

lives gave them the opportunity to return to their bodies!—But

these are the exceptions, as most people do not come back after

passing on.

Are you ready for that incredible journey? Is there a place

for you in God’s beautiful Heavenly City? (Revelation 21) Roger

and Irene were ready because they had both believed in and had

received Jesus into their

hearts.  “For God so loved

the World (you and me!),

that He gave His only be-

gotten Son (Jesus!), that

whoever believes in Him,

should never die, but have

Everlasting Life!” (John 3:

16) So open your heart, be-

lieve and receive Jesus!  He

loves you!   .

�
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