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Touched by Love
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Joanna, Brazil

olange was one of several dozen patients I met

while caroling with friends in a hospital one
Christmas Eve. Each patient was suffering and
hoped for a little love and comfort, but young
Solange—in bandages and casts from head to toe—
was special. As we sang for her, she began to cry.
Soon she was sobbing almost uncontrollably.

“Jesus loves and cares for you,” I reassured
her.

Then Solange explained that she and her fam-
ily had been in a car accident. Her father, mother,
and sister were all killed. She had lost her family.
Solange had been in a coma for three days, but had
survived against all odds.

I prayed with her to receive Jesus as her Savior,
and gave her two Christmas posters I'd brought
with me—one with a text on the back about
Heaven, and the other with a text about Jesus and
His great personal love for each of us. I also prayed
for her healing and promised to visit her again.

“Joanna,” she said, “my heart is touched be-
cause you are here, because you are concerned for
me, a total stranger, and because you would spend
your Christmas Eve with me.”

Solange remained in the hospital for three
more months, and I visited her as often as I could.
Each time I took her one of The Family’s inspira-
tional cassette tapes such as Fear Noz or How to Win,
or read to her from the Bible to encourage her and
strengthen her faith. By the time Solange was re-
leased from the hospital, the miracle that began in
her life on Christmas Eve was complete; she was
happy, whole, and recovering from her emotional
trauma.
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He is a miserable man who knows all things but does not know God, and he is happy who knows
God, even though he knows nothing else—Saint Augnstine
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elebrations around the world! Happy holidays!

Festivities! It is a time for giving, a time for gifts!
And yet, what is this I see? I see people searching for
love. I see people without any true Christmas gifts.

I see people everywhere, running here and running
there, desperately looking for some little ray of hope, a
little love, a little mercy, a little relief, some kind of salvation.
And amidst all this, I couldn’t help but notice you sitting
there, wondering, “Does anybody really care?”” Well, yes! 1
carel And I love you

I’ve had My eye on you for a long time now. I’'ve
always loved you, and I always will. In fact, I care for
you so dearly that I come with special gifts straight from
My heart to yours. You won’t find these gifts in any shop
or mall. They cannot be sold or bought for a price, and
yet they are priceless and rare. Those who possess them
are most richly blessed.

Love, joy, peace—these are My special gifts for
you! I love you with a love that is perfect and without
end. I don’t look at your imperfections, mistakes and
sins, and then get upset and stop loving you. No, I love
you in spite of all these things! I love you for who you
really are, and for what you can be.

I can’t promise you will never have heartaches,
disappointments or worries as you walk down the road
of life. But I can promise that I’ll give you
encouragement, instruction, guidance, wisdom, and the
strength you need to come through. I promise to never
leave your side. Together we’ll survive any difficulty,
overcome any weakness, hurdle any obstacle. My love is
power — power to do and power to be.

I know, I love, and I care for you, as if you were
the only one in the world. That’s the reason I came to
Earth on Christmas day — to give My great love to you.
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I want you to have abundant love in your life. I want
you to be free from sorrow.

You may ask, “In these modern times so grim
and bleak, who could possibly care so much for me?
In these days when so many people’s love has grown
cold, who can I really trust? Where do I look? Who
do I believe? This sounds so good, but is it a sham?
How could anyone have so great a love, and gifts, no
less, and all for free?”

Well, all I ask is that you give Me a chance. Try
Me and see. Just hold out your hand, and let Me place
My gifts of love there. Don’t worry, simply receive,
and in the end, you will see just how happy you’ll be.

Come talk to Me, anywhere, any time, any place,
any way you prefer. Talk to Me out loud, or whisper
softly if you like. Speak to Me in words, or just send
Me your thoughts, signaling Me from your heart in
the rush of the day or the stillness of the night. Any
way you feel comfortable is fine with Me. You can tell
Me anything you want, and I will understand. I’'m here
for you, with a listening ear, sympathy and
understanding.

All you have to do is say yes. Just open your
heart, reach out and receive. Call on Me and I'll come
to your aid with My free gifts, My Christmas gifts for
you. Just say, “I take You, Jesus. I want all Your gifts,
and a life that is full and free. Give me Your gifts of
love, joy and peace. Show me the way. Show me how
to live, and how to act along my way.” It’s just that
simple. I'll do the rest.

Please don’t forget. Don’t wait too long. I have
wonderful things in store for you, if you’ll give Me a
chance.

And when your life on earth is done, I'll bring
you home with Me — home to My country, Heaven,
where there is no pain, no sorrow, confusion or war.
Here there is no fear, no hatred, no greed or strife,
only My free, abundant gifts of love, and much, much
more. All you have to do is say yes and accept them.
I'll be waiting,

I love you,

Jesus
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or some people, Christmas is a special time

for celebrating Jesus’ birth, giving and re-
ceiving gifts, and spending time with family
and close friends. But Christmas is a time not
only to enjoy these blessings ourselves. It is
also the greatest opportunity of the year to tell
the world about our precious Savior. It is an
occasion when people desire to hear more
about the meaning of Christmas and the spiri-
tual significance of this day that much of the
world celebrates. Even in cultures that don’t
include Christmas, people are eager to learn
the true meaning of it.

We have a chance to give the very best
gifts this Christmas, not only to the ones we
know best and hold dear, but also to neigh-
bors and strangers who share our world. There
are those around us whose hearts are weary,
who cry out for a comforter; those whose lives
are sin-sick and sorrowful, who yearn for a
Savior. They seek a rescuer; they weep inside
for a deliverer. They are overwhelmed by fear
and uncertainty, filled with despair and
hopelessness, laden with burdens of bitterness
and guilt, imprisoned in emptiness, plagued by
pain and discouragement, and beset by prob-
lems too big for them to solve. Many have no
goals, no meaning in their lives.

Jesus loves them and wants to take them
in His arms. Though He is all-powerful, all-
knowing, and all-loving He must have your
help! For you are His eyes that can see their
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Jesus is all-
powerful, all-
knowing, and
all-loving, but
He must have
your help!
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need and love them, His ears that can
hear and respond to their cry, His voice
that can comfort them, His tears that can
move them, His arms that can embrace
them.

Will you do your best to help them?
You can make a difference this Christ-
mas for somebody. Even the humblest
attempt to share the little you may have
will shine as a very bright light in
someone’s life. Your love will shine even
brighter this year because the world has
gotten darker, and your little “candle” will
be seen and reflected in the lives of many
as a ray of hope and faith to penetrate
despair and fear.

Reach out to others. Tell them how
Jesus came to earth to love them, how
He died to save them, and how He rose
again to deliver them into a wonderful
new world that they can experience right
now on earth and also enjoy forever in
Heaven. Proclaim that we celebrate the
birthday of a living Savior, not a dead
hero—a living Savior, who was born on
earth that He might die in order to rise
again to rescue us from the evil kingdom
of sin and death and fear and loneliness.

Let’s not stop with Christmas! Let’s
keep sharing and giving and loving just as
much throughout the year to come. Let’s
make each day a celebration of Jesus’ birth,
His death, and His resurrection that prom-
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Vocabulary Z2&

1. occasion-- F&r 5 HFfk 5 HEMY

2. significance— F=F + EEM

3. celebrate— By » BB

4. uncertainty— FHEE  AA[EE
5. embrace— HEHY

6. penetrate— Z#% ; {FEE

7. experience— HEiE ¢ FE ¢ A8
8. proclaim— E 1 ; %15

9. resurrection— 7%

==

10. promise— H&Gf 5 55

A

Be Jesus’ hands.
Be His feet.

Be His eyes.

Be His lips.
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