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Compiled from the writings of David Brandt Berg

he more we yield to the Lord and what He knows is best
Tfor us and those whose lives we affect by our decisions,
the happier we and those others will be. That's why yieldedness
to God's will is one of the most important things any of us
can ever learn.

It reminds me of what an evangelist once told a former
shoe salesman turned preacher: "Dwight L. Moody, there is
no limit to what God can do with a man who is yielded and
willing to do His will!"

Moody looked him in the eye and replied, "By the grace of
—And he was!

A short while later, Moody moved to Chicago where he

God, I am determined to be that man!"

began telling others about Jesus and what He had done for him.
Moody was soon so thrilled to find that he could lead other folks
to the Lord, that he quit the shoe business and began serving
Him full time. He went on to become one of the wortld's greatest
evangelists. By the time he died in 1899, Moody had led tens
of thousands of people to Jesus, and started a number of the
ministries that are still going strong today. (Editor’s note: Moody
was involved and supporting the operation of the YMCA, and had

sent many missionaries and workers abroad to serve the Lord.)
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But what if Moody had not determined to yield to the Lord?
What a sad loss it would have been, not only for him, but also
for millions who have since heard the Gospel as a result of that
single, resolute decision!

The same holds true for each of us: If we are not yielded
and open to God's will in our lives, if we are not willing to do
whatever He may ask of us, we'll never be all that God wants us
to be or accomplish all that He wants us to do. That would be
very sad, not only for us personally, but also for all those that the
Lord wants us to reach and help with His love.

"But," you may argue, "I could never do anything great for the
Lord, like Moody did! I'm no flaming evangelist or outstanding
soul winner." Well, neither was Moody to begin with. He was
just a poor farm boy and a below-average student that never
made it past the fifth or sixth grade, who became bored with life
on the farm and moved to the big city of Boston. After several
weeks in the city, he set a new goal for himself: to become a big
businessman and to make $100,000 [the equivalent of today's
millionaire]. Giving his life to God's service was the last thing on
his mind!

In fact, when Moody was first saved, he was so completely
ignorant of God's Word and truth that one church committee
refused him membership. Some of his friends later said that of
all the people they had known, they could hardly think of anyone
who seemed less likely to ever become a strong Christian, much
less to go on to do what he did for the Lord.

But when Dwight Moody found Jesus and realized how much
the Lord had given for him, then he determined to give his life
to the Lord and to do whatever God would ask of him. The
Bible tells us, "Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you"
(James 4:8). This is the secret of success of not just Moody, but
of every man or woman whom God has ever used to the full:
They drew close to the Lord and relied solely upon Him and His
power and His Word for guidance, strength, and inspiration.

Despite all of our faults, weaknesses, and inabilities, there
really is no limit to what God can do with us if we will simply
turn our lives over to Him and be willing to let Him make us
what He wants us to be. Of course, that is a very big "if," because
we each have our own free will, and we can choose to cither yield
to Him and "seek first the kingdom of God" (Matthew 6:33), ot

we can seck first our own desires and plans and ways. The choice
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is ours, and whether or not we have His full blessing
and His help will depend on whether or not we are
willing to give Him first place in our lives.

Many Christians today seem to be more
concerned about having God accept what they
want to do than they are about accepting what
God wants them to do. They're trying to put their
programs across to God, to get Him to sign His
name and give His approval to their plans. In fact,
the question they should be asking themselves is,
"Am I willing to sign a blank sheet of paper and let
God fill it in without my even knowing what His
program is going to be?" instead of asking God for
His signature to approve their plan or even being
willing to be presented with God's program for
their signature. That's the real test of yieldedness!

If you're willing to be what God wants you to
be—not what you are, but what God wants you
to be—then He can mightily use you. God knows
you can't do it yourself. You have to turn your
life, your mind, your heart, your everything over
to the Lord and let Him make it for you! When
you finally get to the point where you surrender
to Him, where you let go of your own way and let
God have His, then God has a chance to step in
and do it—and He will! Just give Him a chance!

When you're giving your all to the Lord, then
you don't need to worry about anything. Your
entire life is in His hands, under His loving care,
and the Devil has nothing that He can get a hold
of or lay claim to. In fact, to really overcome the
Devil, submission to God's will is exactly what the
Lotd requires. "Submit to God. Resist the Devil
and he will flee from you" (James 4:7).

But as long as there are any areas of your
life that you're not willing to yield to the Lotd,
if there's even one little part that you refuse to
surrender, the enemy of your soul can use that
against you. This is why God's Word tells us to
give no place to the Devil (Ephesians 4:27).

It's like the story of Huddersfield: A rich
landowner decided to buy the entire village of
Huddersfield, and over time he bought every piece
of land in the area—every piece, that is, except
one little plot. One stubborn old farmer refused

to sell his tiny piece of land, and nothing would
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change his mind. The landowner even
offered the farmer much more money
than his property was actually worth,
but the farmer was so fond of his land
that he absolutely refused to sell. When
the landowner finally gave up, he tried
to encourage himself by saying, "What
difference does just one little plot of land
make? I've bought everything else, so
Huddersfield is mine. It belongs to me!"

But the stubborn old farmer
overheard him and said, "Oh, no it
doesn't! We own Huddersfield. It
belongs to you and me!"

Don't let the Devil be able to say that
of you to God! "Ahal Look, God! He's
yvielded everything except this one little
thing! Even though he belongs mostly
to You, a little bit still belongs to me!"

To have real peace of heart and
mind, you must commit your all to the
Lord. Then, when your will is in perfect
harmony with God's will, He will bless
you with His perfect peace.

So give your all to Jesus. Ask Him to
take and use you for His glory, and He
will—as much as you will let Him. "There
is no limit!" You are His child, and He
loves you and will always do His best to
make you happy and useful to Him, so
that you may bring others the same life
and happiness that you have found in

Jesus. Do your best for Jesus by yielding
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mother once took her young son, who was just

beginning to learn to play the piano, to hear
the world-famous Polish pianist Jan Paderewski in
concert. After an usher had shown them their seats,
the mother spotted a friend in the audience and
walked down the aisle to greet her. The little boy saw
that as his opportunity to explore the wonders of the
concert hall, and eventually explored his way through
a door marked "NO ADMITTANCE." When the
house lights dimmed and the concert was about to
begin, the mother returned to her seat and discovered
that her son was missing,

Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights
focused on the impressive grand piano on stage. In
horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting at the
keyboard, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star." At that moment, Paderewski made his
entrance, quickly moved to the piano, and whispered

in the boy's ear, "Don't quit. Keep playing."

NSRS

MASIER'S

"Don't Quit.
Keep playing."

Then Paderewski leaned over, reached down with
his left hand and began filling in a bass part. Soon
his right arm reached around to the other side of the
child and added a third part. Together, the old master
and the young novice transformed a frightening
situation into a wonderfully creative experience. The
audience was mesmerized.

That's the way it is with our heavenly Father. What
we can accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy.
We try our best, but the results aren't exactly graceful,
flowing music. But with the hand of the Master, our
life's work truly can be beautiful.

Next time you set out to accomplish great feats,
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listen carefully. You can hear the voice of the #témwiRi&ve | RTAERA T X6 £1R
Master, whispering in your ear, "Don't quit. Keep B3 4&35 : [ 5142 TR » &M o) TR Z
playing." Feel His loving arms around you. Know — #3% & o 6 85 5 B & 4778 | 3 4eid 43R
that His strong hands are there, helping you k&9 F &R F % » Ae % BhRfeiRiksg & 7
turn your feeble attempts into true masterpieces. &9 E X% M A EHEAE o 23245 L&/ R
Remember, God doesn't call the equipped; He "3 A E&EA 4 AE &Y A #hde T RE G &4k AT
equips the called. As long as you're trying your best "¥ 8 8 A o R R Z N 5 BT F
to do what He knows is best, He'll always be there — #h4% 2 & £ 1R & % » Bl & 1R A= 3] AR A ik

to love and guide you on to great things.
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