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Marriage is
coming to
the realization
that you are
not complete
without your

other half,

15 IR 2 R 1B
Bl FDTIR
HY—= - R

ER5E -

IEIRZE . . .

hat is marriage? It’s a union, first of all.

It’s a uniting, two hearts becoming one.
Marriage is companionship and friendship.
It's being together, acting together, doing
things together, and not wanting it any other
way.

Marriage is understanding. It’s being
blind to the faults of the other. It's being
considerate in every way—considerate of the
other’s time, feelings, and desires.

Marriage is caring. It's being concerned.
It’s going out of your way to make sure the
other person is well cared for.

Marriage is kindness. It’s saying kind
words and putting those words into action.

Marriage is support. It’s supporting your
mate in their endeavors, in their projects, in
good times and bad. It's giving them moral
support, physical support, prayer support,
all-around support. It's cheering them on
and encouraging them when they feel down.
Marriage is stooping to lift the other. It's
being strong when the other is weak.

Marriage is protecting your mate from
harm, physical and emotional.

Marriage is provision. It's doing your part
to make sure the other has their needs met.
It's pulling your share of the load. Marriage
is hard work day after day. It's going out of
your way to meet the needs of your mate in
whatever way you can, even if you don't feel
like it. Marriage is lending a helping hand.

Marriage is sacrifice. It's giving of your-
self for the one you love. It's being ready to
give up your own ideas or desires to make
your mate happy. It's giving and giving and
giving again. Marriage is yielding, bending,
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melting together. Marriage is going the
extra mile. Marriage is compassion. It's
preferring the happiness of another to your
own.

Marriage is give and take. Marriage is taking turns;
it's not one sided. Marriage is submission. It's giving the
other person a chance. Marriage is living and loving and
helping one another. Marriage is learning from one another.
Marriage is humbling.

Marriage is being open minded. Marriage is walking a
mile in another's shoes. Marriage is listening and under-
standing.

Marriage is being there for the other in bad times as well
as the good. Married love stands through thick and thin,
no matter how hot the trials or how hard the test. Married
love never loses hope. It's always there, always dependable,
always ready with outstretched hands and open arms to take
the other in—to love, to comfort, to hold, and to cherish.
Marriage is learning to let the little things pass.

Marriage is communicating honestly and openly. It's
being willing to humbly share your heart and deepest
thoughts. Marriage is talking, praying, discussing, and agree-
ing together. Marriage does not let things build up between
you by ignoring the other, but rather finds a way; it creates
solutions. Marriage is joining hand in hand, heart to heart.

Marriage is discovery. It's discovering each other, learn-
ing about each other and all the funny things you say and
do. Marriage is a good sense of humor. It's relaxing together,
enjoying each other.

Marriage is respect. Marriage is having faith in each
other. Marriage is accepting another for what they are. Mar-
riage is coming to the realization that you are not complete
without your other half.

Marriage can be the most satisfying and strengthening
experience you will ever have.
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THE JUDGMENT

A woman once enumerated her
husband’s faults to a divorce court
judge. She simply couldn't live with
“that man” one day more, she said.
On and on she went.

Finally she paused to catch her
breath, and the judge asked, “Well,
why did you marry him in the first
place? You must have liked something
about him then. What was it?”

“Well,” the wife said, “he was
a good man, a hard worker, and a
faithful provider. He was also kind to
children, and he was loyal.”

“Isn’t he still all those things?”
asked the judge.

“Well, yes,” the wife replied in
a huff, “but...” And she started to
repeat her grievances. “He’s terrible!
He throws his clothes on the floor.
He never puts anything away. He's
always late for dinner. He’s hard to
get up in the morning. He picks his
nose in public. He fusses if I burn the
toast. ...” All were relatively insignifi-
cant offenses.

“Very well then,” said the judge.
“Here’s my preliminary ruling: Go
home and think about those good
qualities for which you first loved
him, and try not to think about
the things he does that peeve you.

If after 30 days you still want the
divorce, come back.”

The judge never saw the woman
again.

—Adapted from D.B.B.
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LOVE

1s the Answer

Maria Fontaine

The primary factor in raising children is love. If parents can
just learn to treat their children with love and consideration, the
children will feel loved and secure.

Most parents can't be with their children all the time, but
it's difficult for small children to understand that. Children
think they should be the most important things in the world
to their parents, so when the parents can't show them constant
attention because of other obligations, it hurts the children—
and of course, the more children you have, the less individual
time and attention you can give each one. That's why it's so
important for parents to tune in to their children and give them
love and attention when they do have the opportunity.

The first step is to pray for understanding of your children.
Ask the Lord to show you what each child needs in each
situation, and then do the little things that can mean so much.

Everybody needs to feel special to somebody, to have a
personal sense of belonging. No matter how many children
you have, you can still give each one something special--either
special attention or a special something that means a lot to
them—and you should try to do this consistently so none of
them think they're just one more child in the line-up.

Give each one lots of love and encouragement, because
words have the power to build them up and help them feel
loved. "Look what a big boy you are! We're so proud of you.
You've learned so much!" Say things that will let them know
they really are special to you.

Small children, especially, don't yet have a concept of time,
so if you give one child something and tell the others that theirs

will come next time, "next time" will probably seem a long way
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Every needs to
feel special to
somebody, to
have a personal
sense of
belonging.

away and very nebulous. So in most cases when
you give one something, you should try to do a
little something special for the others too.

You can't and shouldn't treat all of your
children the same all the time. Each needs to
know they are special in their own way. And when
one needs something that the others don't, they
have to be taught that it's according to need, not
because one is more loved. If you take one out to
get a needed pair of shoes, for example, and you
bring the others back a little toy or something
that may cost only a few cents, this shows that
you love them and remembered them too.

A lot of adults don't realize how important
it is to explain things to children. You can't just
assume that they understand. How can they
understand hardly anything unless you explain it
to them? Most adults don't take things without
some kind of explanation, and children have
as much right to an explanation as anybody. If
you think there could be any question in their
minds or hurt feelings, explain. Even if they can't
understand everything you say, just the fact that
you try to explain it conveys to them that you'tre
concerned about their feelings, and that will help.

It's neatly always a problem when somebody
else comes along, like a new baby, who they think
is going to take their place. Children's feelings are
just the same as adults', only difficult situations
can be even more traumatic for children when
they haven't experienced those things before and
therefore don't have the assurance that things
usually work out in the end. That's why children
are so much more vulnerable than adults, because
of their very limited experience. So you have to
treat children even more carefully and tenderly
and considerately than adults.

It breaks my heart when I see parents in
public places cuff their child on the head or lash
out over something that the poor child probably
didn't understand in the first place. Children are
morte sensitive and more easily hurt than adults.
They instinctively love and trust their parents,
and to destroy that is really sad!

Children aren't that hard to understand if

you just put yourself in their position. The
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experiences they go through are very similar to the things we
adults go through, only harder for them to understand and harder
for them to take. When we go through difficulties, even though
we know that if we pray the Lord will work things out and see
us through, it's still often difficult. But when children go through
these things, they'te sort of lost unless we do everything possible
to reassure them with love.

I once heard a true story about a boy who went to a banquet
and found he was the only male guest. He was so nervous
that he knocked over his glass of water. The hostess saw his
embarrassment and immediately knocked over her glass to draw
everyone's attention away from the boy and spare his feelings.
Without saying a word, she reassured him that it was okay;
everyone makes mistakes.

A little love goes a long way! Children are bound to have
problems, but no matter what the problem stems from, love can
correct it. Even if you don't understand what the problem is, the
Lord understands—and the answer is love! "Love covers over all
wrongs" (Proverbs 10:12 NIV). Just a little love and concern can
make up for a lot of mistakes and failures, no matter who or what
is to blame. Anybody—child or adult--can be helped by love!

Love is the answer!
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