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The world 1s
dying for the
kind of Ilove
Jesus talked

about and

lived
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Maria Fontaine

onsistently thinking of others and trying to
Chelp meet their needs, especially when that
involves personal sacrifice, is a tall order! It's so easy
to be lazy, selfish, and self-centered. Most of us are
that way naturally. Our first reactions are usually
about ourselves—what we want and what will make
us happy. But if we ask Jesus to help us and put
forth a genuine effort, we can develop new habits
and reactions, which, with time, will help us become
more loving, caring, sacrificial individuals.

Jesus understands that we don't naturally have
enough love to live in the loving manner He has said
we should, but that's really no excuse. Just because
we can't do it doesn't mean He doesn't expect it of
us, because He will do it for us and through us if
we want it badly enough and ask for His help. He is
happy to give us all the outgoing, sacrificial love we
need, because that's what He wants for us too.

It's human nature to be self-preserving,
self-seeking, self-satisfying. It's human nature to put
our own needs and survival above others. But here's
where those who have received God's love in Jesus
have a great advantage, because the Bible promises,
"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17). Jesus helps us
break those natural circuits. He rewires our minds
and hearts to do His bidding, which is to love
others.

What a marvelous thing that is! Jesus told His
original disciples, "By this all will know that you are
My disciples"—followers of His teachings—"if

you have love for one another" (John 13:35). In that
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When you
give of
yourself, you
will find it
brings you
a special
kind of

satistaction
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day, the love Jesus' disciples had for each other, their
friends, and even strangers drew much attention and
was a powetful example to others of the Lotd's love,
and it spread.

How much more is this kind of love a miracle in
this day and age, when most people are so caught
up in meeting their own needs and fulfilling their
own desires that the thought of sacrificially loving
someone else hardly enters their minds. Today there
is an even greater need to see love in action, because
people are no longer sensitive to the reflection of the
Lotd's love in the many blessings He gives them, even
when they don't deserve those blessings (Matthew
5:45).

The need is greater, but the testimony is also much
greater. When people see love manifested in truly
extraordinary ways—Ilove that they know they aren't
capable of themselves—they take notice. They cannot
deny that such love is out of this world. "Where do
you get such lover" they ask. "And where can I get
it?"

The world is dying for the kind of love Jesus talked
about and lived and now offers us. This is why He
challenges us to manifest deep, sacrificial, impartial
love for others, even though He knows such love is
far beyond our human capabilities. It's impossible for
us to show such love on our own, and if we try to do
this ourselves, we'll be disappointed, frustrated, and
wear ourselves out trying, But if we will simply ask
Jesus for that love and then be willing to put it into
action, He will give it to us. In fact, He will give us
His love in such tremendous volume and power that
we and everyone else will know it's a miracle!

To become the new creation He wants to make
you, all it takes is a willing mind and heart, a believing
spitit, prayet, and following through with many small
deeds of unselfish love. As you begin to do your part,
you will find that you think more of others, feel their
needs more readily, and have more genuine concern
for their happiness and well-being. More wonderful
still, you will find yourself gladly giving up some of
your own plans or things you once held dear for the
sake of others.

When you give of yourself, when you go out of
your way to be a friend, when you take time to talk

to someone who's lonely or comfort someone who's
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sick, when you sympathize and help someone with their problems,
when you make someone feel needed, and when you point someone
to the source of this extraordinary love you share—]Jesus—you will find
that it brings you a special kind of satisfaction and reward of spirit.
Through performing these little acts of love and unselfishness you will
be blessed personally with happiness that can't be gotten any other way
—the happiness of knowing that you have been a blessing to someone
in need.
In loving and giving unselfishly, you not only allow God to use
you to help others, but you
| allow Him to pour His
blessings upon you, for He
blesses the unselfish and
the sacrificial. He blesses
those who are giving, and
He withdraws some of His
blessings from those who
selfishly always think of
themselves first and insist
on having their own way
(Proverbs 11:24-25; 13:7).

Human love can only

go so far. To be all you can be and accomplish all you can, you need to
be filled with the love of God, which you find in Jesus Christ. He has
mote love to give you than you've ever dreamed possible! He is waiting
with a flood of love to pour upon you, if you will only believe that such
love is possible, ask, receive, and then be willing to put it into action.

So let's let Jesus' love for others shine through us. Let's love one
another more. Let's do unto others as we would have them do unto us.
Let's let the Lord's love be manifested in more forgiveness, understanding,
communication, sharing, support, sympathy, and practical, loving, caring
action. Let's give of our time, be a listening ear, and open our hearts and
lives to others. Let's be swift to forgive and
forget. Let's do our best to be our brothet's
keeper. Let's not hold back the simple beyond—[7T

affection that so wonderfully communicates
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the Lotd's love. Let's be a strong shoulder
to lean on or cry on. Let's not jump to
conclusions or judge unfairly, but instead
give others the benefit of the doubt. Let's
try with all our hearts to set a good example
of the Lord's unconditional love. Let's bear
one anothet's burdens, and so fulfill God's

supreme law: love. 4
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By Keti Rosalieva
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e-malling jesus

en a close friend moved away, I felt
alone and worried about not having
anyone to talk to, seek advice from, and con-
fide in. I very much missed having that special
link with someone, but I soon discovered that I
could have the same kind of personal connec-
tion with Jesus that [ had enjoyed with my dear
friend.
I decided to get up earlier each morning than
I had been in order to take an hour to read God’s
Word and hear from Jesus in prophecy before I did
anything else. These have become my daily “talk
times” with Jesus, and they really do the trick!
Since I can type faster than I can write, I do
this on my computer. I start by typing a prayer
in which I share my heart with Jesus—just as
though I were writing Him an e-mail. I tell Him
what’s been happening with me, what I expect
to face that day, and anything that may be
bothering me. He already knows these things, of
course, but it really helps to commit it all to Him
in prayer. When I type “Amen,” it’s like clicking
on the “send” button on my e-mail program. My
prayer, like an e-mail message, has been sent off
to the courts of Heaven for Jesus to read.
That'’s great, but even better is that I don’t
have to wait for hours, days, or weeks for a reply.
As soon as I send my e-mail, the reply comes. I
just type out the message as I hear Jesus speak
to my heart, and it nearly always contains all the
answers, comfort, instruction, peace, and inspi-
ration I need to see me through the day. If not, I
shoot off another e-mail to Jesus asking Him to
fill in the gaps, and He does.
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This special time with
Jesus in the morning has been
such a help that I've gotten in
the habit of e-mailing Him a
couple of times a day, espe-
cially when things come up
unexpectedly and I need His
opinion or advice. Usually it
just takes a few minutes, and
the clear, simple advice and
solutions He gives always
make it time well spent.

I now enjoy the compan-
ionship and confidence of
new friends and co-workers,
but I am hooked on my e-mail
times with Jesus. They have
become my way of telling Him
how much I love and need
and depend on Him, as well
as thank Him for all He does
for me. In return, He sends me
all T need to meet and make it
through the day a winner. 4
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answers to your questions
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